September 19, 2007
Dear Senator,

We urge you to support the Durbin-Hagel-Lugar DREAM Act amendment to H.R. 1585, the
Department of Defense authorization bill.

The DREAM Act is legislation we have long supported that would provide a 6-year path to legal
status starting after high school graduation for individuals brought to the U.S. more than 5 years
ago as children. To qualify for a green card they would have to demonstrate good moral
character and within the 6-year period graduate from community college, attend two years
towards a four-year degree, or serve at least two years in the U.S. military.

The young people who would benefit from the DREAM Act had no say in the decision to come
to this country, but because they have grown up here they are likely to remain, even though the
law currently provides no mechanism for them to adjust to legal status. They include high
school valedictorians, honors students, class presidents, and student athletes. The question posed
by the DREAM Act is whether it is better for them to be here illegally and uneducated, or
legally, educated and free to fully contribute to our common future.

We continue to support a comprehensive solution to our immigration problems, but life goes on
and these young people cannot put their lives on hold while Congress debates the complicated
issues involved in such legislation. The DREAM Act eligible students who graduated from high
school in 2001—when the DREAM Act was first proposed in Congress—are now in their mid-
20's. Another 65,000 DREAM eligible students will graduate this academic year. It is
imperative to take them off of the field of battle of the immigration wars by enacting the
DREAM Act this year. Passage of the DREAM Act on H.R. 1585 could represent a decisive
step towards such enactment.
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